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wild and a wide question to put, but to the best of my belief, I was for the honour of England, and would work for it to the best of my power. About the ballot we are all agreed. If I was for the ballot before I came down here, I am more for the ballot now. As to triennial Parliaments, if the constituents desire them, I am for them/' (A voice: "Will you have the ballot?") "No, we are too manly, too plucky, too honest, and we will beat them without it; but another day, when we have a better representation, we will have the ballot. If you elect me, I shall not go to the House of Commons hostile to the present ministry, but determined to keep them to their work, and to prevent them from shrinking from any of the promises they have made. I think them, in a war crisis, eminently the best men to carry on the councils of the country, and to contend against the Tories and Peelites, who have very nearly paralyzed their arms."
However, in spite of all his endeavours, the great novelist was unsuccessful, and on July 21, when the result was announced by the Mayor, the numbers stood: Card well, 1,085, Thackeray, 1,018. When we consider the great hold such a man as Edward Cardwcll had on Oxford, the result is indeed remarkable, as showing what a good fight the famous novelist made. "Give me leave to speak . . . green and yellow my friends also/' Thackeray said in his speech after the declaration of the poll. "Let me tell you a little story, but a true one. Some years ago, when boxing was more common in this country than it is at the present time, two celebrated champions met to fight a battle on Moulsey Heath. Their names were Gully and Gregson. They fought the most tremendous battle that had been known for many